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15 May 2020 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents 

  
I hope that you and your families are well. I said I would update you today on our plans.  
 

The Government has asked Head teachers to plan for a partial re-opening of schools from 1st 
June. They have intentions to get all children back into in primary school by the end of June. Do 
we want the staff and the children back in school; of course we do. 
  
However, we will not compromise children’s safety. I have been busy keeping up to date with 
Government guidance on the possible re-opening of schools. Although much remains to be 
confirmed, I have set out below some information to give you a clearer picture of what a re-
opened school would look like. I firstly wish to make 2 important points. 
 

1. If it is not safe to re-open on 1st June, we will not do so. We are working very hard to 
prepare for a possible re-opening. However, the complexity of doing so whilst meeting all 
the Government guidance on how to do this safely is massive. If any parent wishes to 
take a closer look at the guidance to see the detail of what what schools have been 
asked to implement, please email the office, so I can forward this to you (make sure you 
have a day or two to spare to get through it all). If it takes longer to ensure our school is 
safe to re-open, then this is what we have to do. It may be June 8th when we re-open. As 
for other year groups starting to return – we need to take one step at a time. If this 
happens, this may not be until late June. 
 

2. It may not be Reception, year 1 and year 6 which return. Despite Government 
announcements, schools have flexibility on this. I wish to be completely frank about the 
concept of social distancing for pupils in Reception. Parents of up to 24 children in 
Reception have so far indicated that they may bring their child back (many have been 
awaiting more details before they decide). This places 12 children aged 4-5 in a 
classroom. There is simply no way of ensuring social distancing under these 
circumstances. Although we could try to accommodate this as much as possible, children 
would inevitably be required to spend extended periods of time sat at tables. 
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If school does re-open to specific year groups, parents will have the choice to 
send their children or not. Those parents who choose to keep their child (ren) at home will not 
be fined. We will not require you to explain your reasons for this and will respect your decision 
either way. It is also important to remember that you should not send your child if they are living 
with someone or coming into contact with someone who is vulnerable to Covid or shows 
symptoms. If you do, you are placing your own family at risk, and those of others. 
 

Many of you have asked me what measures will be in place if school re-opens, so that 
you can decide whether to send your child back to school or not. I want to be completely upfront 
with you about what school will look and feel like. Before 1st June, I will be completing a 
detailed risk assessment and planning document alongside our Governing Board. However, the 
details I can provide with you so far are below.  
 

Safety is central to all decisions. I hope you will forgive the lack of explanation on the following 
points – I do not elaborate here on the whys, only what things will look like. However, I can 
assure you that the following points reflect Government guidance, health and safety 
requirements and what every other school in the country is putting in place. 
 

 All children will be taught in groups of 10-15. Groups will be based on the children’s ages. 
Children will not be permitted to mix with children from other groups at all, at any time. 
Nor will children or parents be able to request which other children they are in a group 
with. Children will not necessarily be taught by their own Teacher. 

 Children must remain 2 metres apart at all times; the picture below is of one of our 
classrooms which shows what this looks like. We can fit 10 children in each classroom. If 
numbers attending increase, they will be taught in the hall, library and possibly corridors. 

 Classrooms will have all soft furnishings removed. In Reception there will be no sandpit, 
water tray, play dough, etc. Guidance states anything that cannot be easily cleaned 
needs to be removed from classrooms. 

 Learning will be class-based. No gatherings, including assemblies will take palace. There 
will be no PE involving touch or physical interaction. No group work of any kind can take 
place such as shared project work or science work. We will try to do as much learning 
outside if weather permits. 
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 Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered and children will not be permitted to mix with 
children outside their own group. When they play they will not be permitted to physically 
touch each other. Children will not be allowed to hug or hold hands with friends or staff. 

 Hot school meals cannot be provided as children need to eat in classrooms so they are 
separated from other children. Moving hot meals around the school is not possible. In 
addition, the hall may ultimately be required as an additional classroom. As a result, all 
pupils will require a packed lunch each day from home– or they will be provided with a 
school packed lunch if they are entitled to free school meals (including all those in 
Reception, years 1 and 2 who are legally entitled to a free school meal). 

 Breakfast and after-school club will not run for the first few weeks and may not be able to 
be re-opened until September. As the Government has asked schools to officially re-
open, this would not be offered free of charge to Key Workers. Again, this reflects 
Government guidance. 

 Hand-washing will take place in classrooms 6 times a day. One-way systems will 
be implemented in corridors. Any child requiring personal care or first aid will be cared for 
by a staff member with a disposable face mask, gloves and apron. Children should not 
wear a face mask if they return to school and staff will not either. Again, this follows 
Government guidance. 

 There will be staggered starts to the school day, with children of differing ages being 
dropped off and collected at different times. This is likely to be at 10-15 minutes intervals 
for different age groups. For parents who have children in different year groups we will try 
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to implement a separate system – if this is possible. Parents will be expected to be 
socially distant whilst dropping off and collecting children - so they do not congregate 
closely together. Parents will not be permitted on the school premises, including the 
playground. Dropping off and collecting will take place outside on the car park (cars will 
be removed) and parents will be required to not pass the school gates unless given 
express permission by a member of staff. 

Whichever year group your child is in, we will continue to offer key worker and vulnerable 
children full-time schooling as we have done for the past two months. The focus will now be full-
time timetable of learning. 
 

I fully appreciate how the above points come across i.e. heavy-handed. I wish to re-emphasize 
however that the above measures reflect what schools have been asked to implement by the 
Government.  
  
One parent asked me yesterday if we could guarantee that social distancing will not be 
breached. The honest answer to this is 'no' we cannot, but we will do our best. A number of 
other parents have asked me if I personally feel it is safe for children to return to school. This is 
a question I am unable to answer for you – all we can do is make school as safe as we can 
under the circumstances. I am sure you have been keeping up to date with news coverage of 
the virus and the science around this. The above bullet points give you some flavour of the 
measures required by the Government / schools to safeguard against the spreading of infection 
as much as possible. It is up to you to decide on balance what is in the best interest of your 
families. I am painfully aware than many of you have jobs which you are required to return to. 
We want to support you – all of you in fact. All I can do is pass onto you information when we 
have it so you can make your own decision. 
  
The Senior Leadership Team and I will meet next week to double check and review our plans 
for re-opening. We will try to balance safety, government requirements, your requirements and 
the well-being of the children and staff. We will not be able to get this right for everyone – but we 
will do our best. Over the next days and weeks, I will continue to keep you updated.  
  
Very best wishes and thank you for your continued support. 
  
 
 

Tim Phillips 

Headteacher 
 


