
Death Masks
When someone died in Ancient Egypt, their body 
would have been preserved by being mummified. A 
death mask was created so that the soul would 
recognise its body, and return to it safely. Death 
masks were also believed to help 
to guard a dead person from evil 
spirits in the afterlife.

If the dead person was important,
their death mask were highly 
decorated with bright paint, gold
and gems, and often featured 
hieroglyphics. For the richest and 
most important Egyptians, the 
death mask would have been 
made of gold!

Ancient EgyptiansKey Vocabulary and definitions

Mummification- wrapping the body in 
linen to preserve it for the afterlife.

Tutankhamun- The boy King

Scarab beetle- was one of the most 
popular amulets in ancient 
Egypt because the insect was a symbol of 
the sun god Ra

Egyptian Gods:

Anubis - God of the dead and the process 
of embalming.
Osiris - God of the dead and the 
underworld.
Horus - God of the sky.
Thoth - God of writing and knowledge.
Isis - Goddess of protecting the needy.
Bastet is the Egyptian goddess of the 
home, cats, fertility, and childbirth.

Hieroglyphics -A system of writing that 
used pictures and symbols instead of 
letters.’ 

Pharaoh -A ruler of ancient Egypt.

Howard Carter (9 May 1874 – 2 March 1939) 
was an English archaeologist and Egyptologist. 
He became world-famous after discovering the 

intact tomb of Tutankhamun in November 1922, 
judged to be the best preserved tomb ever 

found in the Valley of the Kings.

Mummification

Howard Carter

1. Wash the body with water from the River 
Nile
2. Using a long, metal hook. pull out the brain 
through the nostrils and fill the skull with 
sawdust. 
3. Using obsidian, remove all internal organs 
except the heart and place them into Canopic 
jars. 
4. Cover the body in natron salt and leave it 
to dry for 40 days. 
5. Next, remove the natron salt and pack the 
body with dried leaves, straw, dried grass or 
linen. 
6. After that, apply makeup and fake eyes. 
7. Wrap the body in 200m of white linen 
fabric, adding amulets
8. Conduct a spell to remove any evil spirts.
9. Finally, place the mummy in a sarcophagus


