
CURRICULUM PROGRESSION GRID: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (from locally agreed syllabus) 

LOWER KEY STAGE 2 

BEGINNINGS CREATION AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

JOURNEYS PLACES OF WORSHIP RIGHT AND 
WRONG 

SPECIAL BOOKS 

Learning Objectives 
-Show awareness of 
the sanctity of life 
(AT2) 
-Know about and 
understand two 
birth/naming 
ceremonies (AT1) 
-Be able to reflect on 
beginnings (AT2) 

Learning Objective 
- Reflection on God as 
the creator of the world 
(AT2) 
- Know that religions 
have teachings about 
the creation of the 
world (AT1) 
- Reflection on the 
meaning and 
significance of creation 
stories (AT2) 
- Exploration of 
religious and other 
responses to the world 
(AT1) 
-Reflection on the 
environment (AT2) 

Learning Objective 
-Reflect on 
significant and 
memorable journeys 
(AT2) 
- Pupils will know 
that journeys have 
an important place in 
religious traditions 
(AT1) 
- Reflect on religious 
journeys (AT2) 
-The place of 
journeys in the lives 
of religious teachers 
(AT1) 
-The meaning of the 
stories (AT2) 

Learning Objectives 
-Be able to reflect on the 
concept of ‘community’ (AT2) 
- Have knowledge and 
experience of places of 
worship (AT1) 
- Reflection on key beliefs and 
practices (AT2) 
- Knowledge and 
understanding of special days 
(AT1) SS 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objective 
-Exploration of 
pupils’ own values 
(AT2) 
- Knowledge and 
understanding of 
religions and their 
values (AT1) 
- Reflection on 
religious values 
(AT2) 
 
 

Learning Objective 
- Know stories from 
religious books (AT1) 
- Be able to articulate 
the significance and 
meaning of each of the 
stories (AT2) 
-Know the origin of the 
stories (AT1) 
-Reflection on authority 
and behaviour (AT2) 
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Builds on KS1 
-Pupils know that 
names have special 
meanings, and that 
some children receive 

Builds on KS1 
-Pupils are able to 
reflect on the beauty of 
the natural world 
- Pupils express their 

Builds on KS1 
- Pupils are able to 
reflect on the 
concept of ‘day’ – 
dawn to dusk, light 

Builds on KS1 
- Pupils understand that they 
and other people have places 
and spaces which are special 
to them 

Builds on KS1 
-Pupils know that we 
all have people who 
are special to us 
- Pupils explain what 

Builds on KS1 
-Pupils show respect to 
others’ precious things 
- Pupils identify and talk 
about what is precious 



these in special 
ceremonies  
-Pupils know that some 
people believe that 
God created humans 
and loves everyone  
-Pupils reflect on what 
is special about me  
-Pupils know that we all 
have private thoughts 
and feelings 
-Pupils reflect on their 
sense of self.  
 
 

own responses to the 
natural world 
- Pupils know that there 
are threats to the 
environment and the 
survival of people and 
animals in some parts 
of the world 
- Pupils know that 
religious and secular 
organisations work to 
protect the world 
- Pupils know that 
religions have stories 
about the creation of 
the world 
- Pupils know what one 
or two religions teach 
about the natural world 

and dark, day and 
night 
- Pupils demonstrate 
understanding of an 
empathy with the 
religious practice of 
marking parts of the 
day with prayer or 
worship 
- Pupils demonstrate 
understanding of and 
empathy with the 
religious practice of 
marking parts of the 
day with prayer or 
worship 
- Pupils know that 
religions have 
special days every 
week which are 
marked in a special 
way 
- Pupils know and re-
tell the story of at 
least one of these 
special people 
- Pupils know that 
festival days are 
celebrated by 
followers of religions 
- Pupils understand 
the value of special 
days and festival 
celebrations for 
members of faith 

- Pupils identify places that are 
special to a large number of 
people 
- Pupils explain how they feel 
in a religious building 
- Pupils express their response 
to music, light, design etc 
- Pupils show respect for the 
building and the community 
- Pupils identify the key 
features of each of the 
buildings 
- Pupils know some of the key 
symbols 
- Pupils identify the key 
purposes of the building 
- Pupils use appropriate 
terminology 
- Pupils identify the differences 
and similarities between the 
two places of worship 

makes people 
special 
- Pupils express 
their own ideas 
about special people 
- Pupils identify 
people who are 
believed to be 
special by many 
people 
- Pupils know that 
people are 
considered to be 
special for a variety 
of reasons 
- Pupils know that 
some people are 
special for religious 
reasons 
- Pupils know the 
main events in the 
lives of significant 
people in two 
religious traditions 
- Pupil know why 
these people are 
believed to be 
special 
- Pupild are able to 
reflect on the 
meaning and 
significance of 
stories 

to them 
- Pupils know that 
some items are 
precious to some 
people 
- Pupild know the 
reasons why selected 
items are treated so 
carefully 
- Pupils know that 
precious things and 
beliefs and behaviour 
are linked 

- Pupils show respect 
through their behaviour 
and language towards 
religious items 

- Pupils identify 
similarities and 
differences in the ways 
people treat precious 
religious items 



communities 
-Pupils explain 
interpretations and 
meanings of key 
symbols associated 
with special days 
 

Intent 
-Pupils are able to 
reflect on the 
importance society 
gives to the birth of a 
baby 
- Pupils are able to 
reflect on their own 
unique nature and that 
of others 
- Pupils express 
thankfulness for the 
birth of a child 
- Pupils know and 
understand the key 
rituals and terminology 
associated with 
birth/naming 
ceremonies 
- Pupils identify and 
understand the 
significance of key 
symbols 
- Pupils know and 
explain the key 
commitments and 
beliefs  which underpin 
the ceremonies 

Intent 
- Pupils express 
personal opinions 
about the creation of 
the world 
- Pupils understand that 
many religions teach 
that God created the 
world 
- Pupils know that the 
Bible contains two 
versions of the creation 
story 
-Pupils know the key 
ideas in another religion 
about creation 
- Pupils know that there 
are alternative views 
about creation 
- Pupils are able to 
reflect on the Genesis 
Chapter 1 story 
- Pupils express their 
own responses to 
creation stories 
- Be able to reflect on 
their own responses to 
the natural world 

Intent 
-Pupils know what is 
meant by ‘journey’ 
- Pupils consider 
their own journeys 
and ways in which 
they remember them 
-Pupils know some 
reasons why people 
go on journeys 
- Pupils identify 
possible religious 
destinations 
- Pupils know about 
one religious 
destination/ place of 
pilgrimage 
- Pupils know the 
significance of what 
happens there 
- Pupils consider the 
benefits people gain 
from taking part in a 
religious or spiritual 
journey 
-Pupils know and 
can retell stories 
from at least two 

Intent 
- Pupils are able to reflect on 
being alone and belonging to a 
group 
-Pupils identify ways in which 
this can be applied to religious 
people 
- Pupils describe the benefits 
of belonging to a community or 
group 
- Pupils identify the 
responsibilities of belonging to 
a group 
- Pupils know that communities 
have a history which shapes a 
sense of belonging 
- Pupils know the design and 
structure of the inside of each 
building and its key features. 
- Pupils identify ways in which 
this can be applied to religious 
people 
- Pupils know the outside of 
the building 
- Pupils know the way in which 
worship takes place 
- Pupils know that religious 
buildings are designed to have 

Intent 
-Pupils express their 
own values and 
moral stances 
- Pupils explain the 
origin of their ideas 
and opinions 
- Pupils know the 
key values which 
many worldviews 
shar; love, 
forgiveness, fairness 
- Pupils know and 
understand key 
teachings in stories 
from at least two 
religions 
- Pupils know that 
key religious figures 
express these 
values in their lives 
and by example 
- Pupils know the 
key commandments 
or rules for living in 
two religions 
- Pupils apply 
religious teachings 

Intent 
- Pupils know at least 
one story from two 
religious traditions 
- Pupils know why a 
story is remembered 
and why people still 
read it today 
- Explain what they 
have learned from the 
stories 
- Identify and comment 
on the stories’ 
similarities and 
differences 
- Know that the stories 
come from sacred 
scriptures 
- Pupils know how the 
scriptures are treated in 
places of worship 
- Pupils know how 
members of the faith 
use their holy books in 
worship 
- Pupils know how 
members of the faith 
use their holy books to 



- Know where key 
rituals occur 
- Be able to reflect on 
beginnings in their own 
lives 
- Explain in simple 
terms why human 
beings have special 
rituals to mark these 
occasions 

- Pupils know that 
religions teach how the 
world should be used 
- Pupils know and 
understand the ways in 
which religions 
celebrate the natural 
world 
- Pupils know the work 
of organisations trying 
to protect the 
environment 
- Pupils know the work 
of aid organisations 
Articulate in simple 
terms their own 
responsibility for the 
environment 

religious traditions 
about journeys 
- Pupils know the 
meaning and 
significance of the 
stories for the 
followers of those 
religions 
- Pupils reflect on the 
stories and the 
events portrayed and 
draw their own 
conclusions from 
them 
-Pupils have the 
ability to apply the 
lessons learnt 

special atmosphere to promote 
worship and reflection 
- Pupils understand the links 
between the building and the 
practices and beliefs 
- Pupils are able to reflect on 
the concept of worship and 
why people believe in God 
- Pupils are able to reflect on 
concept of prayer (or 
meditation) 
- Pupils identify the key events 
which take place in the 
religious buildings 
- Pupils know the reasons why 
these key events occur 
-Pupils know how the special 
days are celebrated/ observed 
 

to their everyday 
experience 
-Pupils apply 
religious teachings 
to events in the 
world 

guide their everyday 
lives 
- Pupils are able to 
identify and explain 
who and what guides 
their own lives and 
behaviour 
- Pupils are able to 
identify and explain 
who and what guides 
their own lives and 
behaviour 

Vocabulary 
Special 
Sacred   
Precious 
Symbol 
Wesak  
Dedication  
Babtism 
Prayer  
Azaan  
Iqamah 
Prophets  
Holy Qur’an 
Allah 
God 

Vocabulary 
Heaven  
Earth  
Human responsibility 
Environment  
Surah  
Harvest  

Vocabulary 
Destination 
Journey 
Vihara (monastery) 
Wat Buddhapadipa 
Temple in London 
Religious journey 
Spiritual journey 
Church 
Cathedral  
Abbey 
Bethlehem 
Makkah 
Pilgrimage  
Hajj 

Vocabulary 
 Belonging 
Communities  
vihara (temple) 
enlightenment 
symbolic features 
meditation 
Kathina  
Wesak 
Sangha (community)  
Churches 
Altar 
Pulpit 
Lecturn  
Font 
Bell tower 

Vocabulary 
Opinions 
Beliefs  
Values 
Respect 
Confidentiality 
Love  
Forgiveness 
Peace 
Compassion 
Penalty 
Consequence 
Denial  
Sacrifice 
Responsibility 
Truthfulness 

Vocabulary 
The story of 
Siddhartha’s ‘Going 
Forth’ 
Pali Canon (Tripitaka) 
Mahayana sutras 
Scriptures 
Teachings 
Bible 
Old testament 
New testament 
Qur’an 
 



*AT1 (Learning About Religion) / AT2 (Learning from Religion) 

Spire 
Churchyard  
Pentacost  
mosque 
prayer hall 
mihrab (alcove in the qiblah 
wall) 
minbar (a stepped sitting 
place 
wudu (cleansing before salah 
– prayer) 
Eid ul Fitr 
Ramadan 
Eid ul Adha 
 

 


