
Saltaire 
This half term we are reading Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

Key Facts: 

 Saltaire is located in West Yorkshire, near Bradford and close to Leeds. 

 Titus Salt was born in 1803 and died in 1976. He was alive during the reign of four 
British monarchs, but during his adult life Queen Victoria (1837—1901) was on the 
throne. 

 Queen Victoria was the queen of the British Empire. It was the largest the world 
had ever seen. Victoria ruled over the following countries - India (known as ‘the jewel 
in the crown’ of the Empire) Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, parts of South America 
and parts of Africa including Egypt and Kenya . 

 Titus Salt was born in Leeds and  first started in the Textiles trade with his father’s 
company Daniel Salt and Son. 

 In 1833 he took over his father's business and within twenty years had expanded it 
to be the largest employer in Bradford with 5 mills. 

 Around 1845, Bradford had the reputation of being the most polluted town in Eng-
land, as there were more than 200 factories run on coal and the sewage went into the 
River Beck. 

 People in Bradford at the time got their drinking water from this river which 
meant that life expectancy was just 18, and people got diseases such as cholera and 
typhoid. Life expectancy now in our country is around 80.  

 Titus Salt became the Mayor of Bradford in 1948. He was really concerned with 
the pollution in the city and tried to make things better for people but not many peo-
ple listened. 

 In 1850, Salt announced his plans to leave Bradford and build a new town called 
Saltaire. Saltaire, which is three miles from Bradford, took twenty years to build.  

 Saltaire was chosen because of  the River Aire—a plentiful source of water, and 
two major transport facilities: the Leeds/Liverpool canal, and the recently built Leeds/ 
Skipton railway line. 

 The mill was completed in 1853 and was the largest industrial building in the world 
at the time. 

 Titus Salt’s workers had living conditions that were much better than that of the 
Bradford Mills and had access to many leisure facilities. 

Key Vocabulary: 

1. Settlement — a place where people have settled (come to 

live) 

2. Sanitation — the practice of keeping the public healthy by providing clean living 

conditions  

3. Textile— a  type of cloth or woven fabric 

4. Pollution— when the environment is contaminated, or dirtied, by waste, chem-

icals, and other harmful substances  

5. Industry — the people and activities involved in one type of business  

6. Industrial Revolution—the period of change when products stopped being 

made by hand and were made by machine in large factories 

7. Slum— An overcrowded and unpleasant area of a city where poor people live.  

8. Workhouse— A building where poor people received a bed and food in return 

for work.  

9. Peasant—A poor person of low social status.  

10. Reform— Changing something to improve it.  

Key People 

Queen    

Victoria 

Charles 

Dickens 

Sir Titus Salt Lord 

Shaftesbury 

Louisa    

Twining 

Dr Barnardo 

UKS2 

Mrs Fenton 

Mrs Rigby 

Mr Coulson 

Mr Greetham 



Books to read: 

Don’t read Street Child yet (we’ll read that together), but why not try one 

of these other books set in the Victorian times? 

 Mill Girl—Sue Reid 

 Hetty Feather—Jacqueline Wilson 

 Cogheart, Moon Locket and Sky Circus—Peter Bunzl 

 Gaslight—Eloise Williams 

 The Adventures of the New Cut Gang 

 Oliver Twist and other great Dickens stories—Marcia Williams 

 Daisy Saves the Day— Shirley Huges 

 Twelve minutes to midnight  - Christopher Edge 

 

 

Reading at Home 

Reading at home really is the most important homework you can do. We have 

100s of amazing books at school which you are allowed to bring home—please 

ask the teachers for recommendations if you don’t know what to choose. 

Did you know? Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a 

week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at 

age 16 than those who read less regularly. 

Get out and about! 

There is plenty going on in Saltaire throughout the year and it is so close to us! This September (13th to 

22nd) it is Saltaire festival. 

 Many of the buildings Titus Salt built will be open for you to have a look in. 

 During the festival, the Saltaire History Club sometimes open the tunnels that Salt’s workers used 

to use to get around Saltaire. 

 Look in Salts Mill at the work of David Hockney—a world-renowned artist born in Bradford. 

 Wander through Roberts Park and have a look at the creatures in front of the Half Moon café 

(originally the cricket club built by Titus Salt). Why are they there? 

Things to do with this Key Facts Sheet 

Learn all the facts. You could do this by asking your parents to ask you questions about them, or by try-

ing to write down as much as you can remember from the sheet. 

Let the facts inspire you to find out more. For example, can you find out about other places with mills 

near us? Do all mill towns have good transport links? Why has life expectancy changed so much in Brad-

ford over the last 150 years? 

Use the Key Vocabulary words in your own sentences. You could do a piece of non-fiction writing, a po-

em, or record a video about things you have found out, making sure that you use the vocabulary words 

correctly. 

Find out more about the Key People. Who are the key people and how did they help change lives during 

the Victorian period? 


