
 

 

 

 

Mrs Thirkill’s Blog – 10.12.21 
Good afternoon, 
 
This week we have had 2 further cases of Covid in school, both in upper key stage 2. The cases were at the 
beginning of the week and we are hoping that we will be able to go ahead with plans for Christmas week, as 
long as we don’t have any further cases. 
 
We have lots of lovely events planned for the children next week and I want it to be a week they particularly 
enjoy. On Tuesday we will have our secret Santa shop where children will be able to buy gifts for family and 
friends. The gifts will be £2 each and children can buy up to 2 gifts. We will be doing this activity in 
classrooms. We have created the opportunity to make payment on Parent Pay as I am aware not many 
people carry cash. You will see on Parentpay there is the option to buy one or two presents. Of course it will 
also be possible to bring cash on the day. All of the funds raised will go to the PTA. I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a huge thank you to the PTA for organising all of this for us. 
 

 
 

We will also visit church on Tuesday as planned. We will walk to the church as it is very close by and enjoy a 
short Christmas service. Wednesday is Christmas jumper and Christmas dinner day. Thursday is Christmas 
Sparkle (unfortunately no parents to attend). Friday we are really hoping that Santa will be able to join us. 
 
We have completed assessments over the past week and we are pleased to see out children are progressing 
well. The children and staff have all worked incredibly hard this half term and I would like to thank each of 
them for their hard work and dedication. 
 
In January we are very lucky to be welcoming our new SENDCO, Mrs Wilson to our school. Mrs Wilson is 
looking forward to working with children and families and we will ensure that Mrs Robinson passes on as 
much information as possible. Any ongoing assessments for children will of course be continued as planned. 
 



 

 

We are looking forward to inviting reading dogs into our school in January. The dogs, who are retired guide 
dogs will be accompanied regularly to our school with our Chair of Governors, Mrs Sherred. Children will be 
given the opportunity to read and take time out with the dogs. This has proven to be incredibly impactful in 
other settings and I’m sure it is something the children will be very much looking forward to. Thank you to 
Mrs Sherred for helping us to get this organised. If for any reason you don’t want your child to work with 
the dogs please let me know by email next week. The children will always be supervised when with the dogs 
and of course the dogs are exceptionally well trained with them being retired guide dogs. 
 

   
 
 
Thank you so much for the kind donations that we have had from families and businesses. We now have 
enough crackers for everybody for the Christmas dinner. A particular thank you to Mr Lodge who works 
with the CO-OP. They have provided a very generous donation of crackers and also the resources we 
needed to make our Christingles. We will get some lovely photos out nest week once the children have got 
them made. Thank you so much for your support. 
 
We have now had a much better uptake for the winter food grant vouchers. These vouchers will be 
available to collect next week from Wednesday, from the office. We will be providing Aldi vouchers. If any 
families who have signed up need any additional warm clothing for their children please drop me an email 
and we can see how we can help. 
 
Due to changes in work arrangements, we may have more families who are able to access pupil premium 
funding for their children. This additional funding not only provides additional support in the classroom but 
also provides a uniform allowance and half price on all trips and residentials. Please follow the link to see if 
there is extra funding available for your child. 
https://onlineforms.bradford.gov.uk/ufs/FREE_SCHOOL_MEALS.eb?ebd=0&ebp=10&ebz=1_163914153600
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Please continue to keep your children at home if they are symptomatic and get a PCR test at the earliest 
opportunity. Could all PCR test results please be emailed to the office, for our records. We will be obviously 
watching any changes in guidance with regard for Covid but for now will continue to be cautious and take 
all of the steps I have previously outlined. 
 
Our cleaning company Broughton Park have some additional cleaning hours available in our school. If you 
may be interested in this role, please drop an email to office@hoylecourt.bradford.sch.uk thank you 
 
I hope you all enjoy a lovely weekend. See you on Monday. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Thirkill 
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