
 

 

 

 

Mrs Thirkill’s Blog – 3.12.21 
Good afternoon, 
 
Hopefully, we seem to be getting our Covid-19 cases under wraps and have not had any further cases this 
week. I would like us to continue to be cautious as we step into next week so we will continue with the drop 
off and collection arrangements as we have in place at the moment. We are going to go back to singing in 
class as it’s coming up to Christmas and I want children to have an opportunity to learn their Christmas 
songs. Following advice from the local authority and also considering that Baildon / Shipley / Windhill are 
some of the Bradford areas with higher cases, we aren’t going to be able to invite parents in to school for 
our Christmas celebrations. 
 
We will continue to make sure that children have a happy and festive time on the build up to Christmas and 
wherever possible will send home the lovely Christmas crafts they have made and videos of their singing / 
performances, wherever possible. I understand that not coming into school will be a disappointment for all 
involved but I feel I have a responsibility to our pupils, staff and families. Spending time with our families 
over Christmas and all being well, has to have the greatest priority. 
 

Monday 13th December 
 

Making Christingles 

Tuesday 14th December Visiting the little white church which is in walking distance, for a 
Christingle service. 

Wednesday 15th December Christmas jumper day 
Christmas dinner 
Reception nativity – to be videoed and shared 

Thursday 16th December  Christmas Sparkle event –Children will make Christmas crafts and share 
songs.  

Friday 17th December Stories with Santa  - Santa will be here to share Christmas stories and 
every child will receive a small gift from the PTA. 

 
We are looking forward to our Christmas dinner in the final week and we have been delighted with the kind 
donations of crackers which we have received, thank you. We still need 60 crackers so if anybody knows of 
any small businesses who may be able to donate, that would be great. 
 
We’ve not had many families come forward for the winter food grant which I mentioned last week. If your 
child is entitled to pupil premium free school meals, please let us know if you would like some additional 
help with food / warm clothing over the next couple of months. We need to know by Monday so we can 
source the ASDA vouchers. Please contact office@hoylecourt.bradford.sch.uk your request will of course be 
handled confidentially. 
 
We have rearranged Dr Bike for Tuesday 11th January. 
 
If you would like an advent pack from Go Church Bradford please register your interest at the office. 
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Please continue to keep your children at home if they are symptomatic and get a PCR test at the earliest 
opportunity. Could all PCR test results please be emailed to the office, for our records. 
 
It has been wonderful to share some the children’s writing outcomes this week and I am delighted with the 
progress that many of our children are making. Please be reminded that reading is the greatest opportunity 
to access the whole curriculum. It is so essential to read and share stories with your children and foster that 
love of reading. 
 
We had some wonderful entries for our Reading Vipers competition and Hollie, Isobel, Liliana, Niveole, May 
and Tabitha produced wonderful vipers. Thank you so much! Prizes have been shared and their posters can 
be found on reading displays around school. 
 

   

   
 
 
I hope you all enjoy a lovely weekend. See you on Monday. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Thirkill 


